RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

March 13, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 10:02 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.

ROLL CALL: Bill Barnhart, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Paul Leonard, Ginger Mello, Georgia Morgan, Earlene Smith and Walter Stewart

OTHERS PRESENT: Opal Hargis, Belva Jared, Everett Julkowski, David Merritt, Josiah Vencel and Elinor Wells

A CORRECTION to the February Board Minutes should read under Others Present, David Merritt.

MOTION by Georgia Morgan to approve the February minutes with the above correction, seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – Secretary Ginger Mello announced that she received a telephone call this morning that the hotel contract for the 2008 Spring Conference can be signed.  David announced that the spot bill now has a number and a sponsor.  AB552 by Assemblyman Hernandez will amend the 1937 Act and will put a cap on raising retiree health care premiums to no more than 102% of the active employee’s premium.  David reminded everybody of the conference in Ontario for April 16 – 18, 2007 and Ginger stated that she has several sets of registration and conference schedules for anyone who might be interested.

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEES (CCAPE) Paul Leonard announced that CCAPE will no longer be in existence after about 2 more meetings and he has decided that he will not continue with SEIU 521.  SEIU 521 promised that they would have a position for a retiree on their board but at this time they do not.  

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of February there were 31 volunteers who worked 94 hours and assisted 1,142 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since the opening of the County Administration Building in 1992 through February 2007 the volunteers assisted 245,485 visitors.  

MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced that our entertainment today would be Bob Kapler who plays the Accordion.  Bob plays at Bit Of Germany and is blind and he also plays the piano.  
NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported that the TREND was held up at the printer this month because of the short month.  The TREND did get out in time for the members to make a reservation for lunch.  Mary Lou has already started working on the next TREND.  Mary Lou is planning to continue with the column on the Helping Hands.

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – Josiah Vencel reported that they are running short on REOKC flyers and the flyers will be needed for the seminar in June.  A discussion was held on where the flyers are that were printed a year or so ago.  We will look into this and get flyers for KCERA before the next seminar.  

TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for February 2007.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Bill Barnhart and CARRIED.  MOTION by Bill Barnhart to approve the Claims Report, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.  Mary Lou reported that she had spoken to Jack Doty regarding the audit.  Jack felt that at this time he is too busy to do our audit but he did give Mary Lou three names of prior auditor/controller employees to check with to see if they would be interested.  After discussion on this matter, it was decided that Mary Lou would contact the three and report back to the board next month.  
COMMUNICATION – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 7 county newsletters, a returned TREND, a Lowe’s card for $10.00, a Citi Business card ap, a receipt from the Post Office for mailing the TREND and a receipt for postage for the TREND, a CRCEA conference registration packet, a survey from the post office, a bank statement and 1 new member.
OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) – REOKC will be the host for the meeting in May.  Jeanne requested suggestions where we could meet for this meeting that would hold about 16 people and be semi private.  The suggestions were Bell Tower and the Mexican restaurant where the Petroleum Club was prior to their current location.   
WEB PAGE - No Report

 PAC UPDATE – No Report
2008 CRCEA CONFERENCE – We had a meeting last week with Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Everett Julkowski, Ginger Mello, David Merritt, Greg Salas, Julie Salley and Earlene Smith.  Greg Salas gave information on a See’s Candy fundraiser to help defray expenses for the 2008 Spring Conference.  Mary Lou spoke to Dorothy Leuking from San Bernardino County who is doing the 2007 Spring Conference and Dorothy stated that the Treasurer from CRCEA would probably send us the $1,000 to start our checking account.  Jeanne and Mary Lou have an appointment on March 14th with Kern Federal Credit Union.  A list was made up of items that we would like to receive from the credit union.  We would like to see if KCERA has a laptop and equipment for use with a power point at the conference and Josiah Vencel will look into it.  David Merritt spoke to Dennis Wilson, also known as “Classical Sax”, and a member of REOKC to see if he would be interested in doing a 30 – 45 minute gig.  Some motivational speakers were Dr. Chuck Wall and Burt Rutan who invented Spaceship I.  
Patrick McTighe from Benefit Management Technology Inc. is working on putting together a benefit package for Medicare/Part D, Vision, Dental and health care for under 65 all in one package.  It would be a Health Savings Account, be portable, would be like a PPO where you can pick your own doctor. Our next meeting is April 24th at Doubletree Coffee Shop.   
STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP FUND – There was an extensive discussion regarding the scholarship fund.  It was pointed out that our Policy and Procedure Manual states that the special account cannot be used for a scholarship fund.  It was also brought up that since many of the counties around the state, including Kern County, are threatening to carve out the early retirees from the active employees risk pool and cause their premiums to increase substantially, we may have to go into litigation and we will need the money in our special account for that purpose.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to postpone the subject of Student Scholarship Fund until a future date, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.
COMPUTER GIVE AWAY – There will be 2 computers raffled off today.

NEW BUSINESS:

NEWSLETTER EDITOR AND PROOF READER REIMBURSEMENT – A short discussion was held on reimbursing Mary Lou Bennett as newsletter editor.  MOTION by Walter Stewart to reimburse Mary Lou Bennett $175 per issue for doing the newsletter, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.   Earlene Smith has agreed to proof read the newsletter for Mary Lou but she needs Publisher installed on her computer.  A discussion was held on the fact that REOKC purchased Publisher for the prior editor and David Merritt volunteered to contact her and see if she would return it.  MOTION by Georgia Morgan to purchase the 2003 Publisher in the amount of $40.00 at Costco to put on the computer for Earlene Smith, seconded by Walter Stewart and CARRIED.
OTHER NEW BUSINESS:  Bill Barnhart brought up the fact that in the February minutes he found that he was to research a new sound system.  Bill questioned what features do we really need – cordless mic capability, portable, utilize it for background music, wattage of volume cubic features it will cover, wattage to drive the system, extension speaker.  Bill will contact Ginger to see the old system.  Bill will bring the information to the next meeting or at least in time to use the new system at the Christmas luncheon.
MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to adjourn the meeting at 11:44 a.m., seconded by Mary Lou Bennett and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary
